
Second Homework Assignment (16
th

 September 2014) 

Imagine you are an exchange student at Susan Bassnett’s university and have been asked to take part in a 

debate with the following motion (from Bassnett’s text): 

“We need two versions of Shakespeare’s plays: the original written version for anyone with specialist 

knowledge of Renaissance English; and the performance version, in good modern English.” 

Your team’s task is to speak against this motion. A speaker from the other team will introduce some pro-

arguments first and then it will be your turn. Write your debate statement with a few (2-4) important 

arguments (including brief explanations/examples). 

Keep in mind that a debate statement is a piece of spoken language (so you can use short forms like “it’s” 

or “doesn’t”), but it is still more formal than an everyday dialogue (so you must not use slang words). Try to 

use some rhetorical devices like anaphora/repetition/parallelism, simile/metaphor, … 
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Some useful vocabulary for debate statements: 

Introduction: 

It is often claimed that ... 

It is a well-known fact that ... 

Structuring arguments: 

Firstly ... secondly ... finally 

First of all / To begin with I would like to ... 

In addition / Moreover / Besides / Furthermore ... 

Personal opinion:  

(plural � speaking for your team) 

In my opinion / To my mind you can say that ... 

The way we see it we should ... 

It seems to us that ... 

We’re (absolutely) convinced that ... 

Comparison: 

Compared with the situation ten years ago ... 

There is a fundamental difference between ...  

Expressing contrast: 

In spite of / Despite all those arguments ... 

Contrary to / Unlike the other team we think ... 

It is true that ... but it is definitely wrong to say ... 

Giving an example: 

Let us consider, for instance, ... 

... is a striking example of ... 

Expressing doubt: 

It is doubtful / questionable whether ... 

It is by no means certain that ... 

Disagreeing: 

I find it hard to believe that ... 

It is completely wrong to believe that ... 

Conclusion: 

To conclude / In conclusion you can say that ... 

All in all we therefore reject the view that ... 
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